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About the meeting

Date:
10th – 11th September 2020

Venue:
Frizz Forum, Friedrichstraße 23, 10969 Berlin, Germany

The International Project Management Association (IPMA) 
together with German Project Management Association 
(GPM) invite you to attend the

8th IPMA Research Conference
PROJECTS AS ARENA FOR SELF-ORGANIZING

MORE INFO:

https://www.ipma.world/researchers/
research-conference/



Background

BACKGROUND:
In 2013, IPMA has successfully launched the first 
IPMA Research Conference in Berlin together with 
the German Project Management Association, who 
experienced a familiar format already since 2008. 
About fifty practitioners, researchers and experts 
attended the first research conference, discussing 
the topic “Theory meets Practice in Projects”. 
A distinctive feature of the IPMA Research 
Conferences has ever since been an intensive 
exchange between theory and practice, which 
can be found neither at scientific nor professional 
conferences. Practitioners were encouraged to 
share their experiences in practice and share 
their requirements to researchers, who in return 
shared their knowledge of theoretical foundations 
in managing projects in various contexts. After 
several editions of the IPMA Research Conference 
outside of Germany, it was decided to perform the 
8th IPMA Research Conference again in Berlin 
together with GPM.

IPMA is a Federation of 73 Member Associations 
(MAs) all around the world. The MAs organize 
own research and exchange activities to meet 
the needs of members in their respective context. 
However, the value of being a member of IPMA 
has always been to engage with peers in other 

countries and exchange ideas on how to advance 
the discipline and learning from each other. This 
conference intends to continue the tradition and 
enable intensive dialogues across all borders. 

OBJECTIVES:
The 8th IPMA Research Conference in Berlin aims 
at bringing researchers, experts, scholars and 
practitioners together to exchange insights, per-
spectives and foresights on the theme “Projects 
as arena for self-organizing”, discuss antecedents, 
research potentials and ways of collaboration. The 
IPMA Research Conference is also a place for net-
working and building bridges across countries, dis-
ciplines and cultures. 

THEME:
The theme of the 8th IPMA Research Conference, 
“Projects as arena for self-organizing” addresses the 
increasing interest in the subject of self-organizing 
in and through projects. Agile approaches build 
on or value the willingness and the capabilities of 
individuals and teams to self-organize in projects. 
Projects are seen as the arena for self-organizing. 
It is often argued that millennials are increasingly 
interested in work autonomy and self-organizing 
through projects to fulfill their expectations in 
the workspace. However, what does that mean for 



organizational structures, processes, cultures and 
leadership? What is the motivation of individuals 
to perform activities, to engage with others and 
organizations in order to get things done? Which 
kind of leadership supports self-organizing in 
projects and how do we achieve the changes 
necessary from the traditional set-up towards 
new ways of leading? Is self-organizing in projects 
perceived as traditional work, or is it an individual ś 

“Vita Activa”? What have disciplines like Natural 
Sciences, Psychology, Philosophy, Sociology and 
Management to offer in this respect? What are 
cultural limitations and potentials regarding self-
organizing in projects and how do we deal with them? 
There are certainly more questions and aspects that 
will be dealt with in preparing and conducting the 8th 

IPMA Research Conference. The conference itself is 
a kind of an endeavour, an arena for self-organizing, 
sense-making, strategizing and theorizing... 

PARTICIPANTS:
We invite all researchers, experts, scholars and 
practitioners who are interested in the topic to 
participate the Call for Papers and attend the con-
ference. We encourage all IPMA MAs to distribute 
the Call for Papers to interested parties and sup-
port the conference through sending a delegation. 

BENEFITS:
We will facilitate and help all people engaged 
to learn from each other about their insights, 
research achievements, practical experience, 
opinions and thoughts. The conference will focus 
on how practitioners can benefit from researchers 
by learning about latest research achievements 
in other countries, disciplines or focus areas. 
Researchers may identify the real needs of 
practitioners in the area of project-related work 
and focus their research to meet the needs of those 
practitioners. We will discuss the developments and 
applications of “self-organization”, the current trends 
of adopting it in the field of project management 
and what future developments will be? Altogether 
we will shape the future way of project-related 
activities.

METHODOLOGY:
This conference is designed to allow a maximum of 
interaction. There will be a mix of keynotes, short 
paper presentations in form of an “Elevator Pitch” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elevator_pitch)
in the morning, providing insights from various 
perspectives, which will be discussed immediately 
by the participants. The paper presentations will 
be collected through a Call for Papers, which will 

be published in form of proceedings as well as in 
a special issue of a journal. 

During the afternoon sessions there will be various 
interactive methods applied, for example Open 
Space Technology
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Space_
Technology)
followed by a self-organizing World Café session
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_World_Cafe) 
and several parallel Working out Loud (WOL) 
Circles (https://workingoutloud.com/).
Participants are free to just listen, actively present 
their opinions through papers, raise an issue or 
concern through the Open Space or discuss their 
views during the coffee breaks. With the help of 
the WOL-Session, participants can establish peer 
groups or networks and follow up on the discussions 
beyond the research conference setting. The 
following picture illustrates one of the workshop 
sessions during the first research conference.

Adjacent to the IPMA Research Conference the 
Research Conference of the German speaking 
countries will be conducted. During the keynote 
presentations and the social events both groups 
will join. 
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Draft agenda:

DAY 2  |  (the 11th of September)  

09:00   Re-opening, agenda and methodology

09:15    Keynote 2

10:00 Paper presentations in two parallel streams

11:00    Coffee Break and networking

11:30 Paper presentations and  /or workshops  
in 2-3 parallel streams

12:30    Lunch break

13:30    Introduction into the “Open Space”  
on Self-Organizing

13:45 Open Space Round 3

14:45    Coffee break

15:15 Introduction into “Working Out Loud 
Circles” on Self-Organizing 

15:30    Working Out Loud Circles

17:00    Keynote 3

17:45    Closing, feedback and farewell

19:00 Exploring the City of Berlin in a self-
organized manner

DAY 1  |  (the 10st of September)

09:00 Arriving, networking and getting ready

09:30    Opening ceremony with introduction of 
participants, agenda and methodology

10:15    Keynote 1

11:00    Coffee Break and networking

11:30 Paper presentations in two parallel streams

12:30    Lunch break

13:30   Introduction into the “Open Space”  
on Self-Organizing

14:00 Open Space Round 1

15:00    Coffee break

15:30 Open Space Round 2

16:30    Wrapping everything up in a World Café 
setting

17:30    Closing keynote

19:00    Dinner and celebrating the IPMA Research 
Awards



Share the story about excellence  
in your research project

Celebrate results

 Network 
with peers

Global scale

 Contribute to PM
research excellence

Get recognised

Boost your 
career

Since 2007

Categories

IPMA YOUNG RESEARCHER AWARD
   Recognising outstanding research by a young researcher

 (someone under 36 years old and more than 10 years
involvement in research)

IPMA RESEARCH AWARD
   Recognising an outstanding research project from 

a researcher or research team

Submission based on application and judging process

 The IPMA Research Awards aim to promote excellent research
 to enhance project management. With these annual awards

 IPMA recognises recent outstanding contributions to the
 development of the field and profession project management

through professionally conducted research.



Contact:
IPMA Awards PMO
e-mail: award@ipma.world
www.ipma.world

 IPMA organises the IPMA Global Project Excellence Awards,
 the IPMA Global Individual Awards

 and IPMA Global Research Awards annually.
For more information see: www.awards.ipma.world

 APPLICATION DEADLINE: 8th MAY 2020

Join us at the IPMA Research Award Gala at 
the 8th IPMA Research Conference in Berlin, 
10 September 2020 and celebrate your 
project management success!

Taryn Jane Bond-Barnard, Prof. Derek Walker, Dr. Timo Braun. IPMA Research Award Gala 
2018 in Rio de Janeiro.

Moving Research forward 

SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION FOR
 THE NEXT ROUND OF THE IPMA

RESEARCH AWARDS

 I am really pleased and honoured
 with the 2018 IPMA Research

 Achievement Award and to join
 such a distinguished group from

 past years. It was a really special
 recognition for my career and

 contributions over the past
 decades. The IPMA is a wonderful

 organisation and so this award
 is a truly global recognition that

I cherish.

Prof. Derek Walker

 IPMA is the key player in the
 professionalisation of project

 management around the world.
 Its activities truly advance the

 discipline and are extremely
 valuable for both, practitioners

 and scholars. This award gives us
 confidence in the applicability
 of our findings and it is a great
 help to facilitate the diffusion

 of scientific findings to maintain
 project management excellence in

the future.

Dr. Timo Braun & Dr. Jörg Sydow

 I was excited to learn about IPMA’s
 global research awards. The

 awards are crucial for recognising
 and promoting excellence in

 project management research.
 The research awards give you

 the opportunity to network and
 interact with the top researchers

in project management.

Taryn Jane Bond-Barnard



8th IPMA RESEARCH CONFERENCE 
Conference theme: Projects as arena for self-organizing

REGISTRATION: Latest by 31 July 2020 via: research@ipma.world 
PARTICIPATION FEE: The participation fee is limited to 150 €.

CONTACT INFORMATION

International Project Management Association (IPMA)
www.ipma.world   •   research@ipma.world


